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1. Climate mitigation potential of British Columbian forests:  Growing carbon sinks November 2013
· Due to the forest’s ability to absorb and store carbon, BC’s forests have a role in affecting the atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases attributed to the cause of climate change.
· Carbon is an ecological value like biodiversity, water, fish, and wildlife, and a socio-economic value like wood products.
· The province supports forest carbon management options.
· Forest carbon activities are subject to forest management legislation and environmental legislation.
· For the development of forest carbon offset projects utilize the direction in the protocol (FCOP).
· Proposed forest carbon management activities should consider, respect and bolster regional and local economies.  Be aware that forests are important to BC’s economy and carbon projects must be managed with a socio-economic consideration.
· Nature is dynamic, and forests can be carbon sinks or carbon sources from year to year.
· The carbon cycle in forests is characterized by long periods of slow carbon uptake during growth accompanied by relatively short periods of large carbon losses due to disturbances such as fires or insects.  Harvested wood products create an opportunity for long term carbon storage.
· Harvested wood products play three important roles in the global carbon cycle and in climate change mitigation: storage of carbon, a substitute for more energy-intensive materials, and a renewable material for energy generation. (bio-economy)
· Managing forests for carbon, or any other value, requires forests adapted to a changing climate.

2. Forest Carbon Offset Protocol (FCOP)
· The Climate Investment Branch of the Ministry of Environment's Climate Action Secretariat has taken over the duties of offset project procurement from the former Crown Corporation, Pacific Carbon Trust.
· Climate Investment Branch is accepting project proposals with the intent of purchasing emission offsets to meet government's carbon neutral commitment.  Qualifying projects are required to meet the criteria of the BC Emission Offsets Regulation and be selected through the procurement process.

3. Forest Carbon Programs Underway in BC 
· Forests for Tomorrow
· Forest Carbon Partnership Program
· Forest Carbon Research
i. National Forest Sinks Committee (NFSC)
ii. Pacific Climate Impacts Consortium (PCIC)

4. Bio-Economy Development
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/het/bio-economy.htm
· New uses of biomass for energy and a wide variety of products offer great potential for shifting the economy from dependence on fossil fuels to an economy based on renewable raw materials and energy sources.  B.C. has an abundance of natural resources encompassing both the fossil fuel economy (coal & natural gas) and the bio-economy (forests, marine and agriculture). Work is currently being done to establish a more diverse bio-economy in B.C. to take advantage of new and existing markets.
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